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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


(770) 889-7186


www.justchristians.net





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Yet, if the way of Christ is narrow, the love of Christ is wide, for God wants all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim 2:4)  And, in His longsuffering love, He is "not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance".  (2 Peter 3:9)  It is for that reason that Jesus tasted death for everyone. (Heb. 2: 9)  There is nothing narrow and constricted about the heart of God.  The gospel is for all, (Mark 16: 15) and without "partiality". (Rom. 2:11)  


 Why then if God's love is so wide, is Christ's way so narrow?  Because the true God is real, not fictional, and His righteous will and character are authentic and not a fantasy.  The way of Christ is narrow because there is only one way to heaven and that is where His father wishes all of us to be.  


___________________________


Cont. from page 1


If done properly, we are edified and uplifted because we have honored Him, as He desires.


   The contrast is between those who come to God in obedience and those who as fools (wicked men) offer sacrifices that are an abomination to God. (Prov. 15: 8) 


   May God help us to approach Him with pure hearts, in reverence, that we may please Him. That all that we do, "be done in the Name of the Lord"(Col. 3: 17) "Decently and in order". (I Cor. 15: 40)





			JP





   Frankly, it would be difficult to charge Jesus and His apostles with such an attitude.  The Lord was remarkably patient and longsuffering toward all men and women, even those who hated Him and all He stood for.  He urged His disciples to love all men, even those who spitefully used and persecuted them.  (Matt. 5:43-48)  Peter, urging patience under unjust treatment, said, "For to this were you called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow His steps.  Who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return. When He suffered, He did not threaten".   (1 Peter 2:21-23)  


The apostle Paul also taught a love for others that was patient and long-suffering  (1 Cor. 13: 4-7) and urged the disciples to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.  (Titus 3:1-2)  The idea of ridiculing people into compliance or seeking their conformity to the kingdom of heaven by force would have been abhorrent to Jesus and the early Christians who followed Him.  Jesus was a teacher, not a soldier nor a politician. People were drawn to Him by His teachings and His character.





but what works for you may not work for others.  Each person is left to find his own truth.  (Interestingly enough, we are still very much given to absolute truth in the material world and have no interest in taking on a physician or pharmacist who believes that one way of treating a disease or filling a prescription is just as valid and useful as another.)


   To be candid, if we take this postmodern definition of "truth" ,the way of Jesus Christ is bound to be indicted as narrow minded and intolerant. 


    Jesus' claims about His Father and Himself were unyieldingly absolute.  He taught that there was only one God, (Mark 12:29-30) and that no one could come to that God except by Him, (John 14:6; 8:32; 16:12-13).  Those who did not believe in Him, He said would die in their sins, (Jn. 8: 12).  For the Son of God it was the narrow way which led to life.  The broad road led to distraction, (Mat 7:13-14). 


    The apostles were equally adamant.  Paul pronounces an anathema on any, even angels or himself, who should dare to preach any other gospel than the one he had first preached. (Gal. 1:8)  He also wrote that "In Christ were hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" and that in Him dwelt "all the fullness of the Godhead bodily". (Col. 2:3,9) For Him, Christ was "the Way", (Acts 24:14) and not merely one of many.  





   





					





Is the Way of Christ Intolerant?


By


Paul Earnhart





Intolerance is an English word with a hard edge to it.  Webster defines it as, incapacity to endure; esp. Refusal to tolerate others opinions, religious beliefs etc; illiberality; bigotry.  This definition suggests a bigoted attitude toward others and their religious belief, which might well employ radical, social ostracism or force to drive out both them and their beliefs.  











His teaching was plain but patient.  


No one ever left His presence without understanding two things; what the kingdom of God demanded and how much the teacher cared for them.


 But, in today's world, to be tolerant means more then patient endurance of beliefs and practices in others which one earnestly believes to be both wrong and eternally dangerous.  Modern tolerance demands that one accept as equally valid, true and good, every belief and practice.  In fact, so strongly and broadly is this felt that to challenge the truth of any religious belief or the morality of any life style however kindly is judged immediately to be outrageously bigoted and self-righteous. And, ironically, if any should find the courage to kindly disagree with any chosen convictions and behavior of others, they are almost certain to be ridiculed and scorned.  In this culture, not accepting all religions and lifestyles as equally worthwhile is "the sin against the Holy Spirit."  It will not be treated generously.  The reason for this current cultural mood is the widely held view that there is no such thing as absolute truth in religion or morals, no such thing as absolute right and wrong. In this worldview, whatever works for you is true,





 ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD





Guard thy step when thou goest to the house of God; for to draw nigh to hear is better than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they know not that they do evil.  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter anything before God; for God is in heaven and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.  For a dream cometh with a multitude of business, and a fool's voice with a multitude of words. (Eccl. 5:1-3)


   The NKJV says, "Walk prudently"  (cautiously) and others say, "Keep thy feet" but in any case the admonition of the preacher should give us some insight to the seriousness of approaching our God. Although, God certainly wants His children to approach him it must be done in reverence and respect. When we assemble as a local church we are "literally" coming into the presence of God and we 


must grasp the magnitude of His presence. Nothing 


is more important than our focus on Him. 


   The warning is, to realize, what we are doing when we come into the presence of God. We should avoid unnecessary, trite and trivial words and actions that take our focus away from the reverence due our Lord. In the phrase, "be more ready to hear" the author is not speaking of coming to listen to the exposition of the law, rather he is cautioning against approaching the worship of God in the wrong way. The word "hear" has the sense of "obey". 


   When we do the things of worship as He prescribes, i.e., sing; pray; study; give and remember the death of our Savior, it is meant to glorify Him in the utmost way and we must treat it so.		


Cont. on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Sis. Marilyn Rich and Bro. Norm and Holly Sis. Chris Veteto 


Bro. Rick Hulsey 


Sis. Carolyn Phillips as she recovers from her fall and surgery


Bro. Cecil Douthitt Sr.


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their efforts to adopt a baby.


Remember those who are away in school.


Remember those who are suffering hardship.


Remember one another!


Remember the Lady's bible class 2ed Monday of each month 7:30 P.M.


_____________________________


Gospel Meeting


Remember our meeting that begins on Friday, Feb. 11 thru Sunday Feb. 13 


These dates are changed from the original dates, be sure to mark your calendar


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jack Green


Song Leader---Joe Phillips	


Lord's Supper---Michael Burke


   Asst. 1-----Ron Wood 	


   Asst. 2-----Norm Rich


   Asst. 3-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 4-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Ryan Brown


2nd Prayer----Andy Williams


Scripture Reading---Zachary Huff


Sermon-----Jason Gaston


Announcements----Troy Halt


Closing Prayer-----Jim Statham


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader-------Philip West


Scripture Reading---Jim Statham


2nd Prayer------Joe Phillips


Sermon----Rex Veteto 


Lord's Supper----Michael Burke


Announcements----Troy Halt


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Huff


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Wes Guyton


Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Mark Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














